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A Big Decision
Amos lives in Buxton, Upper Canada, a town created for escaped slaves. Amos’s parents 
are happy to be free, have their own farm, and live safe, comfortable lives. Amos’s 
brother Isaac, however, says it’s their duty to fi ght to free those still in bondage in the 
United States. When Isaac runs off  to join the Union Army, Amos faces a huge decision.
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1. LiFe in BUXton
 What does it mean to be a slave? How did the family’s life change aft er they escaped?
 Where is Buxton? What province is that in today?
 What does Isaac want to do? What is his mother’s response?
 Why is Amos so proud of the family’s house? 
 Why does he think the fi replace is special? What does this tell you about the people who live in Buxton?
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 grouping: whole class, individual

2. the UndergroUnd raiLroad
 How long did it take the family to get to Buxton?
 Who are the Quakers? Why do you think they were so helpful to escaping slaves?
 What happened when Amos got sick on the journey?
  Why does Amos say that the Underground Railroad isn’t really a railroad? What is it 

    and how does it work?
 What did the family fi nd once they reached Buxton?  
 Pretend you are an escaped slave. How do you feel when you reach freedom?
 Break into groups of two or three and discuss your experiences on the Underground Railroad.
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 grouping: whole class, individual, small group

3. the neW FamiLy
 Why is the new family sad?
 What does Mamma do to help them get started?
 Who is the Reverend Henson? Why does Mamma say she didn’t like what he said in his sermon?
 What is Isaac’s reaction to the reverend’s sermon? What does he want to do?
 Why is the family concerned about the war going on in the United States?
 Why do you think Isaac feels so strongly about fi ghting in the war?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 grouping: whole class, individual
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4. Understanding the Community
	 How many acres of farmland does each family get?
	 What do they have to build on their land?
	 How does each family pay for its land?
	 Draw a picture of a farm in Buxton. What will the house look like? What outbuildings do you need?
	 How does Amos’s mother make sure nothing goes to waste? What can you learn from her? 
	 Why does Pa have trouble reading? How does Amos help him? 
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
	G rouping: whole class, individual

5. Writing an Opinion Piece
	 What is “The Provincial Freeman” and who publishes it?
	 Why does Pa argue with Mr. Pike? 
	 Whose side would you take in this argument? Why?
	 Why don’t all the black people want to remain in Canada? Who are they missing in the United States? 
	 Write a letter or a newspaper article about why you believe slavery should be abolished.
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	 Grouping: whole class, individual

6. Amos’s Decision
	 How does Amos know that Isaac is running away?
	 What does Isaac say his reason is for leaving Buxton?
	 What is Amos’s big decision? Why is he afraid?
	 What does Amos decide to do? Why?
	 Why does Mamma ask about slave catchers?
	 What would you do if you were in Amos’s place?
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion, individual expression
	G rouping: whole class, individual 

7. Isaac’s Decision
	 Why does Mamma say Isaac can’t go to war? What is Amos’s response?
	 Do you think Isaac should or shouldn’t run away and fight?  Explain your answer.
	 What can Isaac do, besides fighting, to help the slaves?
	 Amos feels guilty about telling on Isaac, yet believes he did the right thing. Explain how he feels.
	 What does Amos tell Isaac about what they are showing the world?
	 What is Isaac going to do the following day? Why is his decision important?
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	G rouping: whole class


