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Hannah’s Journey
When Hannah arrives at Pier 21, she goes through immigration and then rides to her 
new home in Winnipeg in a colonist car. Her experiences shape her fi rst impression 
of Canada.
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1. hannah’S arriVaL
 What is the fi rst thing that Hannah sees when the ship docks in Halifax?
 Where did Hannah and her mother go aft er leaving the ship? Why?
  Hannah’s friend Leah had also come to meet her father. Why do you think so many fathers came 

    to Canada ahead of their families?
  What does Hannah see while she is waiting in the Assembly Hall? What does this tell her about 

    the people who have immigrated to Canada?
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class, individual

2. The immiGraTiOn eXperienCe
 Why did some tables have two offi  cials? What did the second person do?
 Many of the people at Pier 21 were volunteers. Why do you suppose they volunteered their time there?
  What did Mr. Carlson say to them aft er he stamped their papers? How would these words make you feel

    if you had just arrived in Canada?
  Interview a friend or family member who has immigrated to Canada from another country. 

    Write a story or essay about their experience. 
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class, individual

3. preparinG FOr The JOUrney
 What does Mrs. Watson do aft er leaving the Assembly Hall?
  When the Watsons cross the train tracks, Hannah notices that they are dirty. Why is that so? 

    How have trains changed since those days?
 What is a “ditty bag?” 
 What does Hannah fi nd inside the bag? Why do you think these items were included?
 If you were fi lling a bag for a new immigrant today, what would you include? What would you leave out?
  Why do you think most new immigrants threw away their cornfl akes? What would they eat for 

    breakfast instead?
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class, individual
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4. The Train
	 Why is Hannah fascinated when she sees Charlie?
	 Why is the train car called a colonist car? Can you think of another name that would describe it as well?
	 What is included in the “outfits” that Mrs. Watson bought for the trip? Why did she need them?
	 Charlie promises to turn their seats into beds. How does he do this?
	� The colonist car had a kitchen where passengers could cook their food. What do passengers today  

    do for meals? 
	 What does Hannah see as the train leaves the station? What is her first impression of Canada?
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion, individual expression
	 Grouping: whole class, individual 

5. The Trip
	� How does Hannah feel when she’s walking to Leah’s seat? Compare what it’s like to walk on a ship,  

    on land, and on a train.
	 What does Hannah see floating on the river? Why does this make Leah shiver?
	 Leah is worried that she won’t recognize her father? Why?
	 Why does Leah’s fear make Hannah worry about her own father?
	 What happens to make the train stop?
	� How does Charlie perform his “magic” with the bunk? Why does Hannah feel like she’s in her  

    own “little nest?” 
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	 Grouping: whole class, individual

6. Be an Immigrant
	� You have just arrived at Pier 21 and are travelling to (wherever you live). Draw a map of your route.  

What cities and towns will you pass? How will what you see shape your impression of your new country?  
What places that you don’t see, do you want to visit in the future?

	 Curriculum Connections: language arts, social studies, visual arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections
	 Grouping:  individual

7. Role Playing
	� Break into pairs. Discuss your experience of coming into Pier 21 and the train ride. What do you  

    expect at the end of the ride?
	 Curriculum Connections: language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: group discussion
	 Grouping: small groups


