TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE

A New Life for Henri

Henri is about to leave his family’s habitant farm to begin an apprenticeship in
Quebec City. While he is excited about the new opportunity, he is also sad to leave
his family. What will it be like living in the city? Will he be lonely? Will he like his
new work? And most important of all, how will his new life help him become a man?

1. THE HABITANTS
Where did the habitants live before coming to Canada?
Where did they settle in Canada?
Why did Henri’s father say that life was better for them in Canada?
What were the “King’s Daughters?”
How were the habitants’ lives different in the winter and in the summer?
Describe a habitant house. What was it made of?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class

2. LIFE ON THE FARM
What crops did the family grow?
What did they fish and hunt for as food?
Why didn't the habitants put many windows in their houses?
Describe the habitant’s clothing.
What did Henri feel as he boarded the sleigh? How would you feel leaving home like he did?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts,
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class, individual

3. QUEBEC CITY
What did Henri notice as he and his father drove through Quebec City?
Why did the city tax the chimneys on all the houses? What did the taxes pay for?
Describe the differences between the upper city and the lower city.
What was Uncle Pierre’s occupation?
Why did Uncle Pierre say that Henri was lucky to be living in Quebec rather than in France?
Why did Uncle Pierre never marry? What does this tell you about the difference between the rich people
and the peasants?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion, individual expression
Grouping: whole class, individual
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4. BECOMING A CARPENTER
Describe Uncle Pierre’s workshop. Why does he rent it instead of buying it?
Why does Henri want to be a carpenter?
What other trades can you think of that would require a boy to become an apprentice?
Why were there no girl apprentices? What were girls trained to do?
What does Uncle Pierre tell Henri about life in Quebec City?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class

5. HENRI’S THOUGHTS
What presents did Henri decide to make for his family?
Why did Henri want to bring presents he made with his own hands?
What presents have you made for your family or friends? How did it feel to make them yourself?
What have you learned from reading Henri’s story?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections
Grouping: whole class, individual

6. WRITE A STORY
Would you rather live on a farm or in the city? Why?
If you are a boy, what (if anything) do you like better about the way girls were brought up?
If you are a girl, answer the same question about boys.
What do you think was the best part of the habitants’ life? What was the hardest?
Write a story from the point of view of a habitant, either in the city or on a farm.

Curriculum Connections: language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections
Grouping: whole class, individual

7. PLANNING A CELEBRATION
Break into groups of two or three and plan a May Day celebration for your village.
What will you have for food, music, and games?

Curriculum Connections: language arts
Learning Outcomes: group discussion
Grouping: small groups
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