TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE

Sent Awa

Lisa is corresponding with her friend Mae, who has been sent to live in a Japanese
internment camp. Lisa cannot understand why Mae and her family have to live

in such a place. Even though Canada is at war with Japan, Mae and her family are
loyal Canadians.

1. INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE CANADIANS
Why is Lisa excited to receive Mae’s letter?
What does Mrs. Rosen say about Japanese families being sent away?
Why has the government of British Columbia exiled all Japanese Canadians?
Why were only Japanese people sent away? What does this tell you about racial attitudes of the time?
How have those attitudes changed?
What does Billy believe about the Takamuras? Why does this upset Lisa?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class, individual

2. CANADIANS, LIKE US
What does Billy say when Lisa compares Canada’s treatment of the Japanese to Germany’s treatment
of Jews?
What does Mr. Rosen say about German Jews?
How were the Takamuras notified that they had to leave their home?
How would you feel if you were told to leave your home? What would you take with you?
Why does Caroline tell Lisa that the Japanese have to be watched?
What is Lisa’s reaction to Caroline’s remarks?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class, individual

3. MAE’S LETTER
Why doesn't Lisa want to read Mae’s letter on the bus?
How does Mae describe the camp?
What do you think is the worst part of being sent to such a place?
How would you keep up your spirits if you were in Mae’s situation?
Why does Mae say that living in the camp helps her understand “Heidi” better?
Which of the Takamuras is having the hardest time with the move? Why do you think this is true?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class, individual
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4. THE WAR

Mrs. Rosen tells Lisa that the war makes people do strange things. Do you agree with her? Why?

Why does talking about the Takamuras make Lisa’s mother cry?

Why does the family gather by the radio in the evening? What do they hear?

What does Billy say about the news? Do you agree with him? If not, why?

What does Mr. Rosen say about Billy’s friend Tony and his teacher Mr. Kurtz? What point is he trying
to make?

When Billy asks Mr. Rosen if he blames Canadians of German descent for what the Germans are doing
to the Jews, what distinction does Mr. Rosen say? Why?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion, individual expression
Grouping: whole class, individual

5. LIFE IN THE CAMP
What does Mae say is the worst part of living in the camp?
Why have the authorities blocked out parts of Mae’s letter?
What do you call it when someone decides what we can and can’t read?
Why does Lisa say that Caroline is shallow?
Why does Lisa decide that the news in her own letter is trivial? Do you think it is?
How do you think Mae will react to reading Lisa’s letter? Will she be happy or sad to receive it? Why?

Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
Grouping: whole class, individual

6. THE ARGUMENT
Why does Lisa march into Billy’s room?
What does Lisa say to Billy and what is his response?
Why hasn’t Billy answered Dan’s letter?
What does Lisa suggest? Why?
What would you do if you were Billy?
Choose a partner. One of you is Lisa and the other is Billy. Discuss how you feel about Japanese
Canadians being put into camps. Give reasons for all your comments.

Curriculum Connections: language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections
Grouping: whole class; individual, small group

7. WRITE A LETTER
Pretend you are Lisa or Billy. Write a letter to a friend who has been forced from his or her home, either
by war or natural disaster. What will you say? What kind of help will you offer? If that person is far away,
how can you make him or her feel better? How will helping your friend make you feel? Why?

Curriculum Connections: language arts
Learning Outcomes: making connections
Grouping: individual
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