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Stepan and the Giant Dust Cloud
Saskatchewan is suff ering from a terrible drought. When Stepan sees a giant cloud he 
hopes it will bring the rain his family’s farm desperately needs. Instead it brings a ton 
of dust down on the already parched earth. When the storm is over, Stepan surveys 
the damage. He determines to get his 4-H group to learn more about soil erosion to 
help prevent future disasters.
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1. The DusT sTorM
 Why was Stepan excited to see a giant cloud?
 What was his mother hoping the cloud would bring?
 What made her realize that this was not a rain cloud?
 Why did she drag Stepan into the house? Where did they hide?
 How did Stepan feel as the cloud blew over the house? What did he hear?
 Where did the soil in the cloud come from? 
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class

2. The DrouGhT
 What is a drought?
 What did Stepan’s mother say caused the drought? 
 Why did Stepan have trouble leaving the house aft er the storm?
 Describe the scene that greeted Stepan when he went outside.
 What happened to the family’s livestock during the storm?
 Why was Stepan especially upset about his mother’s ruined vegetable garden?
 What happened to Mushka?
 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: assessing prior knowledge, making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class

3. The DusT BoWL
 Th e area aff ected by the drought was called “Th e Dust Bowl.” Why do you think it got this name?
 What part of Canada was in the Dust Bowl?
 Why had Stepan’s father and sister gone to Toronto?
 Why was Mr. Fedorka ready to leave his farm? 
 Why does Stepan’s mother say that going to a city is not the answer to farmers’ problems? 

 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
 Learning outcomes: making connections, group discussion
 Grouping: whole class
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4. The Great Depression
	 What is happening in the rest of the world at the time of this story? 
	 Look up the “Great Depression.” When did it occur?
	 Why was the combination of the Depression and the Dust Bowl such a devastating blow to the farmers?
	 Why were so many farmers losing their farms? 
	 Divide into groups of four and discuss how this story relates to events that are happening today.
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion, individual expression
	 Grouping: whole class, individual, small groups 

5. Protecting the Land
	 What did Stepan’s father tell him about the farmers ruining the land?
	 What did he say that he and the other farmers could have done to protect the soil?
	 What effect do you think the events of the 1930s have had on current farming methods?
	 What is the “green” movement and why is it important?
	 Why is it important for everyone to take care of the environment?
	 If you were a farmer, how would you protect your land? 
	 Curriculum Connections: social studies, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	 Grouping: whole class, individual

6. Searching for Mushka
	 Why did Stepan fall asleep while searching for Mushka? 
	 Why did Stepan get lost? What happened to familiar landmarks?
	 Why was Stepan so happy to see Mushka?
	 What was Stepan’s mother doing when he came home?
	 What crops does Stepan tell his mother he wants to plant? Why?
	 Curriculum Connections: language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	 Grouping:  whole class

7. Stepan’s Thoughts
	 Stepan recalls his father’s words. What were they?
	 What do these words inspire him to do?
	 What are 4-H Clubs? What do the members do?
	 In groups of four, discuss what your 4-H Club will do to learn more about soil conservation.
	 What does Stepan plan for his 4-H Club?
	 How do you think Stepan’s plan turned out? 
	 How is farming different today than it was before the dust storm? 
	 Curriculum Connections: geography, language arts
	 Learning Outcomes: making connections, group discussion
	 Grouping: whole class, individual, small groups


